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The mission of the Ventura County Resource Conservation District is to 
collaborate with landowners, government agencies, and other willing partners 

to facilitate the conservation and restoration of Ventura County’s natural 
resources. 
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IIINNNTTTRRROOODDDUUUCCCTTTIIIOOONNN   
 
The Ventura County Resource Conservation District is the liaison for natural 
resource conservation between local landowners, regulatory agencies, and 
municipalities.   
 
Organized in phases, the Ventura County Resource Conservation District (VCRCD) 
involved the merger and consolidation of the Ojai and South Ventura County RCDs 
and annexation of all remaining unincorporated land in Ventura County.  Formation 
was complete on December 26, 1979.  Ojai RCD was formed on June 26, 1962, and 
South Ventura County RCD on November 10, 1970.  The South Ventura County 
RCD resulted from the consolidation of the Simi Valley and the Calleguas Soil 
Conservation Districts organized on August 4, 1941, and May 17, 1948 respectively.  
Special state legislation approved in 1978 authorized geographical divisions 
conforming to the three major physiographic resource areas of Ventura County.   
 
As a Special District organized under the California Public Resources Code, Division 
9, we have the authority to carry out our goals and objectives.  This document sets 
forth an adaptable 5-year Long Range Strategic Plan that will assist in guiding 
District operations.   
 
The Long Range Plan defines our District’s primary natural resource issues, goals 
and actions to address those issues, and how the District can best achieve its 
mission.  It will assist the stakeholders of Ventura County to help conserve, 
improve, and sustain our natural resources, our environment, and our county’s 
economic viability.  
 
The Board of Directors, with many partners, began the development of this Long 
Range Plan on December 1, 2006.  We thank all the stakeholders who participated 
as well as the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) for their contribution 
and support of this document! 
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Duties and Responsibilities 
 
The primary duty of District Directors is to guide proper land use and management 
of natural resources within the District.  In fulfilling this duty, Directors: 
 
1.  Provide local leadership in the field of resource conservation to district 

landowners, local units of government and authorities, and district staff. 
2.  Hold and attend regular meetings to determine local needs and to implement 

active conservation programs. 
3.  Develop Long Range and Annual Resource Conservation Programs consistent 

with current trends and local needs. 
4.  Establish program priorities for resource conservation tasks. 
5.  Manage district finances, staff, facilities, and equipment. 
6.  Enlist and coordinate help on conservation programs with other agencies, 

groups, interested persons, organizations, and units of Government. 
7.  Sponsor information and education events, training sessions, meetings, and 

workshops to make people more aware of the need to protect natural resources 
and to help landowners correct conservation problems. 

8.  Attend local, state, and national meetings to keep abreast with changing 
conservation techniques and resource issues. 

9.  Serve as a community clearinghouse for information and services.
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BBBYYY   222000111222   
 
PRIORITY: District Operations 

 
GOAL 1 District shall be fiscally viable and have discretionary funds. 
 
GOAL 2  District shall be working from sound policies and procedures. 
 
GOAL 3 District shall be locally supported and funded institutionally; grant 

funding should be focused toward project specific activities. 
 
GOAL 4 District shall have a full and successful functioning board. 
 
GOAL 5 District shall have identified a core staffing level and project 

specialist(s). 
 
GOAL 6 District shall have a program for fundraising from alternative sources. 

 
ACTIONS: 

♦ Determine operating budget to run programs. 
♦ Identify revenue sources including fees and services outside of grant sources. 
♦ Investigate assessment districts and $1 million taxing authority. 
♦ Create “Friends of Ventura County RCD”. 
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AAACCCKKKNNNOOOWWWLLLEEEDDDGGGMMMEEENNNTTTSSS   
 

District funding comes entirely from grants, donations, and contracts.  
 
Thank you to our partners, sponsors, and donors for your contributions to 
conserve our natural resources.  
 
We look forward to accomplishing our goals and objectives with your input. 

 
 
CCCOOONNNTTTAAACCCTTT   IIINNNFFFOOORRRMMMAAATTTIIIOOONNN   
 

 
 
 
 
Ventura County Resource Conservation District 
3380 Somis Road,  
Somis, California 93066 

 
Phone (805) 386-4685 
Fax  (805) 386-4890 
Email  marty.melvin@vcrcd.org 
 
Website  www.vcrcd.org 
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APPENDIX A 
 

DISTRICT DESCRIPTION 
 
Ventura County is located along the southern coast of California between Santa 
Barbara and Los Angeles Counties.  The County encompasses approximately 
1,174,400 acres, of which 1,126,900 acres are in the Ventura County Resource 
Conservation District (RCD). 
 
Ventura County is the 11th most important agricultural producing county in the 
state of California (2005).  Two major factors responsible for these enviable 
statistics are the natural resources of Ventura County; its soil, climate, water and 
air, and the dedicated and knowledgeable farmers who operate within the county. 
 
Ventura County has been farmed since the establishment of Mission San 
Buenaventura in 1792.  Farming and ranching took place to support the mission’s 
colony.  Irrigation on a large scale was introduced during the decade from 1880 to 
1890, bringing change to the existing agriculture.  Walnuts and apricots were 
introduced, and for a time they were the only major crops.  Later, lima beans were 
grown extensively.  The current top five crops are strawberries, nursery crops, 
lemons, celery, and tomatoes.   
 
Ventura County now supports a large urban population with residents working in 
this county and Los Angeles County.  Cities directly adjacent to the Los Angeles 
County border such as Thousand Oaks and Simi Valley are considered bedroom 
communities to the Los Angeles Metropolitan area.  Commuters begin their journey 
to Los Angeles from other parts of Ventura County and from as far away as Santa 
Barbara. 
 
The economy of Ventura County is also supported by the military, with its 
installations at Port Hueneme and Point Mugu.  The California State University 
system has also opened a new facility on the grounds of the former State Hospital 
site in Camarillo.  Port Hueneme also serves as an important transportation hub, as 
agricultural products and industrial materials are shipped in and out of this port. 
 
During the period of 1970 to 2000, increasing urban encroachment pushed orchard 
development into the hillside areas of the county.  Avocado acreage climbed from 
3,000 acres to 17,000+ during this time. 
 
This rapid conversion of rangeland/watershed land to hillside orchards has greatly 
increased the extent of soil and water conservation problems.  The County Board of 
Supervisors felt that the problem is so severe that they instituted the Ventura 
County Hillside Erosion Control Ordinance (HECO) No. 3539.   
 
The HECO promotes the development of erosion control plans for new agricultural 
developments or changes in agricultural use in described critical areas. 
 
Past economic conditions have not been conducive to the application of sound 
conservation practices.  This accentuates the need for development of more 
economical conservation measures, particularly for hillside agriculture. 
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PHYSICAL LAND CONDITIONS 

GEOMORPHOLOGY 
 
Except for the extreme northeasterly portion included with the north-south 
structure of the Coast Ranges, the entire area of the District (County) is identified 
with the Transverse Ranges, named for their anomalous east-west trend relative to 
the rest of the Coast Ranges in California.  This range system was formed by the 
interaction of an east-west oceanic fracture (fault) zone with the San Andreas Fault, 
a continental fault ranging generally north-south through the State of California 
adjacent to the Coast Ranges.  The interaction of the two fault systems has been 
extensive and continues with rapid local uplift.  Historical movement of major faults 
in the area illustrate the activity of the processes today and their effects on 
watershed development and accelerated erosion, sedimentation and debris 
processes including mud and rock flows, landslides, wind flows, and debris flows.  
Erosion Hazard Maps prepared by the Ventura County Public Works Agency and the 
District of the southern half of the County indicate the extent and severity of 
problems associated with the erosion processes dominated by the Transverse 
Ranges.  As noted previously, a series of three coastal valley watersheds embrace 
the major drainage areas of the County.  These coincide with the three resource 
divisions of the District. 
 

TOPOGRAPHY AND PHYSIOGRAPHY 
 
The Ventura County RCD is comprised of two distinct areas.  The first is composed 
of high plateaus, mountain valleys, and large areas of steep and very steep brush 
covered slopes.  It includes the Los Padres National Forest (which encompasses the 
majority of the northern half of the County), the Santa Susanna and Santa Monica 
Mountains and other local mountain masses.  Elevations range from 2,000 to nearly 
8,000 feet. 
 
The second area in the RCD is known as the “Citrus Belt.”  It is very complex 
geologically and includes valleys, marine terraces, and gently to steeply sloping hills 
and mountains.  Elevations range from sea level to 2,000 feet.  Rainfall ranges from 
10 to 20 inches, all of which falls in the winter and spring.  Winter rains of 
moderate intensity, mild winters, and fog along the coast characterize the climate.  
The mild climate has flavored the development of intensive agriculture, including 
subtropical fruits. 
 
The Coastal Plain:  About 85,000 acres, extending for 18-miles along the ocean 
and for about nine miles inland, lies on the Coastal Plain.  The plain was formed by 
deposition of sediments from the Santa Clara River and from the streams of the 
Calleguas-Conejo drainage system.  It has a mean elevation of 50 feet, but at 
points south of the Santa Clara River, the elevation is as much as 150 feet, and at 
points north of the river, as much as 300 feet. 
 
The area of the plain that extends south from the Santa Clara River to near Revolon 
Slough and centers on the City of Oxnard is known as the Oxnard Plain.  The area 
that centers on the community of Camarillo is called Pleasant Valley; it is part of 
the Calleguas-Conejo drainage system. 
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Most of the arable land in the District is on the Coastal Plain. 
 
The Coastal Mountains:  Mountains rim the Coastal Plain on its landward side.  
The Santa Ynez Mountains, the Topa Topa Mountains, and the Piru Mountains form 
the northern boundary, the Santa Susanna the eastern boundary, and the Simi Hills 
and the Santa Monica Mountains the southern boundary.  South Mountain and Oak 
Ridge are long, low, east-west mountains that separate Santa Clara Valley from Las 
Posas Valley and Simi Valley.  The Camarillo Hills and the Las Posas Hills extend 
from Camarillo to Simi and separate the Las Posas-Simi area from Santa Rosa 
Valley and Tierra Rejada Valley. 
 
The Intermountain Valleys:  The valley of the Santa Clara River, the most 
prominent valley in the area, trends east-southwest.  The Santa Clara River drains 
an area of 1,605 square miles.  It flows generally in a southwesterly direction from 
its headwaters in Los Angeles County to where it empties in the Pacific Ocean.  Its 
principal tributaries are Sespe Creek, Piru Creek, and Santa Paula Creek.  The mean 
seasonal natural runoff of the Santa Clara River is estimated to be about 216,400 
acre-feet. 
 
The valley of the Ventura River is a rather narrow, north-south trending valley 
north of Ventura.  Ojai Valley is connected to the Ventura River valley by San 
Antonio Creek.  The Upper Ojai Valley, east of Ojai Valley (300 to 500 feet higher), 
drains to the Ventura River on the west and to Santa Paula Creek on the east.  Ojai 
and Upper Ojai Valleys are surrounded by mountains and are rich farming areas.  
The Ventura River flows generally south and drains an area of 226 square miles.  
The mean seasonal natural runoff of the river is estimated to be about 67,800 acre-
feet. 
 
Over South Mountain and Oak Ridge, south of the Santa Clara River, are Las Posas 
Valley and Simi Valley.  Las Posas Valley extends eastward from the Coastal Plain 
almost to Simi Valley, which is in the east end of the District.  Simi Valley is bound 
on the east by the Santa Susanna Mountains and on the south by the Simi Hills.  To 
the south, over the Camarillo Hills and the Las Posas Hills, are Santa Rosa and 
Tierra Rejada Valleys, which extend from Camarillo eastward for about 10 miles.  In 
the hills south of Santa Rosa Valley is the high, broad Conejo Valley.  Simi Valley, 
Santa Rosa Valley, Tierra Rejada Valley, and Conejo Valley are drained by Calleguas 
Creek and its principal tributary, Conejo Creek.  These creeks originate in the Santa 
Susanna and Santa Monica Mountains.  They flow generally in a south-westerly 
direction and discharge into the Pacific Ocean through Mugu Lagoon.  The drainage 
is about 330 square miles in extent.  The mean seasonal natural runoff is estimated 
to be about 15,200 acre-feet.   
 

SOILS – LAND CAPABILITY 
 
Soils within the District are identified in the Ventura Area Soil Survey (1970).  They 
are generalized more broadly as follows: 
 

1. Residual soils:  Soils developed in place.  They occupy hill and mountainous 
areas. 
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2. Secondary soils:  Old valley-filling soils and coastal plain soils of intermediate 
age. 

3. Recent-Alluvial soils:  Smooth valley-filling and other depositional locations 
including erosional material of secondary soils. 

 
The majority of the upland soils are formed from marine sandstone, shale and 
semi-consolidated materials, and are highly erodible.  They contain a high 
percentage of quartz and are coarse to loamy in texture.  Soils derived from basic 
igneous rocks occur in the southern portion of County, mainly in an area that 
extends from Long Grade Canyon and Conejo Mountain through the south side of 
the Santa Rosa Valley.  They also occur south of Newbury Park and in an area that 
extends from Sandstone Peak to the Ventura County-Los Angeles County line.  
These soils are generally fine textured. 
 
The alluvial soils of the valley lands are derived from mixed rock sources and 
textures range from sand to clay.  Some are relatively uniform in texture and some 
are stratified.  Soils vary widely in profile, depth, slope, degree of erosion, presence 
(or absence) of salts, wetness, and other factors.  The land capability classification 
used in conjunction with soils delineations and erosion and slope categories 
provides a method of determination of uses and management of these soils 
according to those properties that interpret their ability to produce permanently 
under specified uses and management.  Land capability classification emphasizes 
production management needs for soil conservation. 
 
Soil Capability Classes   
 
The eight classes range from the best most easily farmed soils to soils having no 
value for cultivation, grazing, or forestry but possible value for wildlife, recreation 
or, watershed protection.  Definitions of each of these classes are as follows: 
 

CLASS I Soils in Class I have few or no limitations or hazards.  They may 
be used safely for cultivated crops, pasture, range, woodland, or 
wildlife. 

CLASS II Soils in Class II have few limitations or hazards.  Simple 
conservation practices are needed when cultivated.  They are 
suited to cultivated crops, pasture, range, woodland, or wildlife. 

CLASS III Soils in Class III have more limitations and hazards than those 
in Class II.  They require more difficult or complex conservation 
practices when cultivated.  They are suited to cultivated crops, 
pasture, range, woodland, or wildlife. 

CLASS IV Soils in Class IV have greater limitations and hazards than Class 
III.  Still more difficult or complex measures are needed when 
cultivated.  They are suited to cultivated crops, pastures, range, 
woodland, or wildlife. 

CLASS V Soils in Class V have little or no erosion hazard but have other 
limitations that prevent normal tillage for cultivated crops.  They 
are suited to pasture, range, woodland, or wildlife. 

CLASS VI Soils in Class VI have severe limitations or hazards that make 
them generally unsuited for cultivation.  They are suited largely 
to pasture, range, woodland, or wildlife. 
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CLASS VII Soils in Class VII have severe limitations or hazards that make 
them generally unsuited for cultivation.  They are suited to 
grazing, or wildlife. 

CLASS VIII Soils and landforms in Class VIII have limitations and hazards 
that prevent their use for cultivated crops, pasture, range, or 
woodland.  They may be used for recreation, wildlife, or water 
supply. 

 
An estimate of the land capabilities classification acreage in the Ventura County 
RCD which may serve as a program guide to soil and water conservation needs is 
tabulated below: 
 

TABLE A-1 
Estimated Classification of Lands According to Land Capability Classification 

in the Ventura County RCD 
 

CAPABILITY 
CLASSIFICATION     

ACRES PERCENT 

CLASS I 24,307 4.4 
CLASS II 123,841 22.6 
CLASS III 30,878 5.6 
CLASS IV 53,976 9.8 
CLASS V 0  0 
CLASS VI 76,077 13.9  
CLASS VII 168,362 30.8 
CLASS VIII 69,463 12.7 
Total Acreage 546,904  

 
For a more complete guide to management, the classes must further be broken 
down to subclasses and units.  The capability unit coupled with land use provides 
the basis for selecting the best management practices required to maintain the soil 
resource and/or protect the environment.  The Ventura Soil Survey and USDA 
Natural Resources Conservation Service Field Office Technical Guide provide this 
information. 
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CLIMATE 
 
Ventura County has a considerable range in climate because of differences in 
topography between one part of the County and the other.  In the southern half of 
the County, temperatures are moderate and the growing season is long, but rainfall 
is limited in summer and crops require irrigation. 
 
The average annual temperature is near 60 degrees at low elevations near the 
coast and in the 50’s over most of the northern two-thirds of the County.  For July, 
the average maximum temperature is between 70 and 80 degrees on the Coastal 
Plain but exceeds 90 degrees in the upper part of the Ventura and Cuyama River 
Valleys.  For January, the average minimum temperature is near 40 degrees on the 
coast but in the low 30’s and upper 20’s in the northern part of the County. 
 
The average date of the last freeze (32° F) in spring is in January near the coast 
and progressively later farther inland.  The length of the growing season ranges 
from more than 300 days near the coast to less than 175 days in the coldest part of 
the County. 

 
In both the northern and southern ends of the County, the annual precipitation 
totals between 10 and 15 inches.  The drier parts get less than five inches of rain in 
one year out of 20, and the higher, wetter parts get more than 60 inches in one 
year out of 20.  Measurable amounts of rainfall are reported on 30 to 35 days a 
year, and half an inch or more on six to 12 days a year. 
 
Over the north half of the County, snowfall averages five inches or more a year, 
and along the northern border near Mt. Pinos, more than 20 inches. 
 
For the entire year, potential evapotranspiration (PE) ranges from about 30 inches 
near the coast to 38 inches in the interior.  For the growing season, PE ranges from 
approximately 29 inches near the coast to approximately 20 inches in the interior.  
Range grasses are likely to dry out about June 1 near the coast, as early as May 20 
in the north-west corner of the County, and as late as June 10 in the mountains. 
 
The Watersheds in the County tend to be short and steep or long and narrow.  This 
characteristic coupled with high rainfall intensities occurring on a few days out of 
the year, cause soil erosion rates to be higher than area rainfall totals indicate. 
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WATER RESOURCES 
 
Direct precipitation and runoff from tributary drainage areas are the principal 
sources of water in the County.  Small amounts of water are imported.  Irrigation 
and urban needs are met mainly by pumping water from wells that draw from 
groundwater aquifers.  Since the 1930’s, consumption of water has exceeded 
replacement.  Water conservation programs were initiated in the late 1940’s. 
 
Water service is provided by individuals, by municipal and other public agencies, by 
many private agencies, and by public districts that deal with flood control and 
drainage problems as well as the problem of water supply. 
 
Irrigation wells are generally owned by individuals, but there are mutual water 
companies that use a single well or a series of wells and distribute water on a share 
basis.  Few individuals utilize surface water. 
 
Three major water service agencies exist in Ventura County are the Calleguas 
Municipal Water District, the Casitas Municipal Water District, and the United Water 
Conservation District. 
 
Calleguas Municipal Water District (CMWD) serves the southeastern part of the 
survey area, which includes Simi Valley, the Thousand Oaks-Newbury Park area, 
and Camarillo.  Well water and imported water are used. 
 
Casitas Municipal Water District (CMWD) serves the northwestern part of the 
surveyed area, which includes the Ventura River Valley and Ojai Valley.  The Robles 
Diversion Dam diverts water from the Ventura River through a canal into Casitas 
Reservoir, which has a capacity of 250,000 acre-feet.   
 
United Water Conservation District (UWCD) serves Santa Clara Valley and the 
Oxnard Plain.  Water is supplied from both surface storage facilities and wells.  
Runoff from Piru Creek is stored in the District’s Lake Piru, which has a storage 
capacity of 100,000 acre-feet.  Water is released from the lake for percolation into 
underground basins or for use as a surface supply.  Groundwater is utilized 
extensively on the Oxnard Plain.  Aquifers underlying this area are recharged by 
operations at the District’s Piru, Saticoy, and El Rio spreading grounds. 
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LAND OWNERSHIP 
 
Of the 1,174,400 acres in Ventura County, almost half are federally owned.  The 
majority of these federal acres are in the Los Angeles Padres National Forest, which 
in general covers the north half of the County.  There are 55,800 acres of private 
lands scattered throughout the National Forest.  Other prominent federal holdings 
in Ventura County are Port Hueneme, Point Mugu, Anacapa Island, San Nicholas 
Island, and a portion of Santa Cruz Island.  The State of California owns Point Mugu 
State Park. 
 
Cropland 
 
There are approximately 128,061 acres of cropland in Ventura County as of 2005.   
 
Irrigated 
The Oxnard Plain is intensively farmed and can grow up to four crop cycles per 
year.  As crop production moves away from the ocean influence, the multi-cropping 
pattern diminishes.   
 
Non-irrigated 
Non-irrigated cropland is a relatively minor land use in the County.  Crops include 
grain and dryland pasture. 
 
Grazed Land 
Grazing areas are located primarily in the hilly and mountainous regions of the 
County.  The most important grazing areas are concentrated in the foothills above 
Ventura and Ojai.  There are approximately 198,087 acres of grazing land in 
Ventura County as of 2005. 
 
Timberland 
There are no areas of commercial timber in Ventura County.  Timber stands within 
the National Forest are maintained for recreation and wildlife habitat. 
 
Open Space and Habitat 
In addition to the Los Padres National Forest, the major area designated for wildlife 
is the Sespe Condor Sanctuary.  The 54,500 acre sanctuary is still being maintained 
as a Condor refuge.  However, many stream channels throughout the County also 
support an abundant diversity of terrestrial and aquatic species.  
 
Mugu Lagoon, managed by the U.S. Navy, is the largest coastal wetland in CA 
outside the San Francisco Bay area.  The area is extremely valuable to wildlife and 
contains a variety of natural and man-made habitats.  It includes four major 
communities: ocean beaches and dunes; subtidal lagoons, ponds, and channels; 
intertidal flats; and salt marshes and saltpans. 
 
The Santa Monica Mountains National Recreation Area embraces approximately 
40,300 acres of the south coastal portion of Ventura County and extends into Los 
Angeles County.  The Recreation Area includes federal, state, and private holdings.  
Local residents and agencies are actively involved in management decisions and 
many land uses are represented within the area.  The goals of the Santa Monica 
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Mountain Resource Area include providing recreational opportunities for the large 
urban populations of Los Angeles and Ventura counties, and studying and 
protecting geologic, vegetation, air, water, wildlife, coastal, and cultural resources. 
 
Urban 
 
Urban lands occupy approximately 101,841 acres in Ventura County, as of 2004. 
Residences and supporting services are the major urban uses along with light 
industry. 
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APPENDIX B 
 

DISTRICT FORMATION 
 
The Ventura County Resource Conservation District (VCRCD) is an independent 
legal subdivision of the State of California organized under Division 9 of the Public 
Resources Code.  The VCRCD was organized in steps involving a merger and 
consolidation of the Ojai and South Ventura County RCDs and annexation of all 
remaining unincorporated land in Ventura County.  Formation was completed on 
December 26, 1979.  The former Ojai and South Ventura County RCDs were formed 
on June 26, 1962, and November 10, 1970 respectively.  The South Ventura 
County RCD resulted from the consolidation of the Simi Valley and the Calleguas 
Soil Conservation Districts organized on August 4, 1941, and May 17, 1948 
respectively. 
 
Special state legislation approved in 1978 authorized geographical divisions 
conforming to the three major physiographic resource areas of Ventura County via: 
Division 1 - Ojai Division generally embracing the watershed and subwatershed 
areas of the Ventura River system and coextensive with the former Ojai RCD; 
Division 2 - Santa Clara Valley Division, comprising the area generally embraced by 
the Santa Clara River Watershed; and Division 3 - South Ventura County Division 
conforming generally with the boundaries of the predecessor South Ventura County 
RCD and including the watershed and subwatersheds tributary to the Calleguas 
Creek system. 
 
As provided in the legislation, which added Chapter 13 to Division 9 of the Public 
Resources Code, Directors are nominated by the respective divisions but are elected 
at large, or by resolution may be appointed by the Board of Supervisors.  
Incorporated cities are excluded under this Chapter. 
 
Table B-1 summarizes the land area included in the Ventura County RCD according 
to resource divisions and categories of ownership. 

 
TABLE B-1 

VENTURA COUNTY RCD 
DIVISION DESIGNATIONS AND OWNERSHIP CATEGORIES 

 
OWNERSHIP DIVISION 1 

OJAI 
(ACRES) 

DIVISION 2 
SANTA CLARA 
VALLEY SOUTH  

(ACRES) 

DIVISION 3 
VENTURA  
(ACRES) 

TOTAL ACRES 

PRIVATE 91,000 195,000 221,400 507,400 
PUBLIC  332,000 275,000 18,500 619,500 

TOTALS 423,000  470,000 233,900 1,126,900 
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APPENDIX C 
 

DISTRICT ADMINISTRATION 
(Division 9 of the California State Public Resources Code) 

 
District Authority and Procedure 
The VCRCD is a public agency of the State of California organized under Division 9 
of the California Public Resources Code and responsible for conservation work 
within their boundaries.  Operating procedure shall be in accordance with this Code  
 
Meetings 
Regular monthly meetings of the VCRCD Board of Directors shall be held on the 
second Tuesday of each month at 9:00 a.m., at the District headquarters, 3380 
Somis Road, Somis, CA 93066. 
 
Minutes 
All official actions, resolutions, and decisions of the Board shall be recorded in the 
Minutes.  Meeting Minutes will be approved at all regular VCRCD meetings. 
 
Term of Office and Qualifications of Directors 
The VCRCD is governed by a Board of nine Directors nominated by the respective 
division and are elected at large or appointed by resolution by the Ventura County 
Board of Supervisors for staggered four-year terms.  A Director shall be an owner 
of land, or a designated agent of an owner of land, within the division of the district 
he or she will represent.  An agent of a landowner shall reside within the division of 
the district he or she will represent.   
 
Selection of Committees 
The President of the District will appoint Directors to chair annual or bi-annual 
select committees.  Such committees are advisory whose function and work shall 
be subject to approval of the Board of Directors. 
 
District Annual Work Plan 
A District Annual Work Plan will be developed each year by the Directors and will 
specify projects and work in detail for the year.  This Annual Work Plan shall be 
consistent with current trends and needs of the District and reflect the conservation 
objectives of the Long Range Conservation Program. 
 
Board Authority 
Board power and duties shall conform with Article 9, Chapter 3 of Division 9, of the 
California Public Resources Code. 
 
Annual and Long Range Program Review and Annual Report 
The Annual Work Plan shall be updated as needed.  The Long Range Conservation 
Program shall be subject to annual review.  An Annual Report of accomplishments 
shall be prepared with the cooperation of assisting agencies. 
 
Election of District Board Officers 
District Board Officers shall be elected and serve at the discretion of the Board. 
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APPENDIX D 
 

PARTNERSHIPS 
 

LOCAL AGENCIES 
Local Agency Formation Commission (LAFCO) 
City of Camarillo 
City of Simi Valley 
City of Thousand Oaks 
City of Ventura 
 
Santa Monica Mountains Resource Conservation District 
Antelope Valley Resource Conservation District 
 
Ventura County Board of Supervisors 
Ventura County Environmental Health Department 
Ventura County Resource Management Agency 
Ventura County Public Works Agency 
Ventura County Building Inspection 
Ventura County Planning Department 
Ventura County Watershed Protection District 
Ventura County Roads and Transportation Department 
Ventura County Operations and Maintenance Department 
Ventura County Agricultural Commissioner 

 
SPECIAL DISTRICTS 
Casitas Municipal Water District 
Regional County Sanitation District 
United Water Conservation District 
Calleguas Municipal Water District 

 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
California State Water Resources Control Board 
California Department of Water Resources 
California Coastal Conservancy 
California Department of Fish and Game 
California State Parks 
California Coastal Commission 
California Integrated Waste Management 
California State Department of Conservation 
California Conservation Corps 
California Department of Forestry 
California State University, Channel Islands 
University of California Cooperative Extension 
University of California Hansen Trust 
University of California, Santa Barbara 
California Community College, Moorpark 
California Community College, Ventura 
California Department of Transportation (CalTrans) 
California Assembly District 36 
California Assembly District 37 
California Senatorial District 18 
California Senatorial District 19 
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FEDERAL 
United States Congressional District 19 
United States Congressional District 21 
United States Senators 
United States Department of Agriculture 

 Farm Services Agency 
 Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) 
 Forest Service 
United States Army Corps of Engineers 
United States United States Department of Interior 
United States Bureau of Land Management 
United States Fish and Wildlife Service 
United States National Park Service 
  
NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS 
Ventura County Association of Water Agencies 
Ventura County Farm Bureau 
South Coast Resource Conservation and Development 
Friends of the Santa Clara River 
Community Alliance of Family Farmers 
Ojai Valley Land Conservancy 
California Native Plants Society 
National Association of Conservation Districts (NACD) 
California Association of Resource Conservation Districts (CARCD) 
The California Envirothon 

 
 


